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This year saw many challenges 
and opportunities for U.S. de-
mocracy, the global communi-
ty and CIR. Over the summer, 
CIR underwent a significant 
leadership transition; following 
the departure of senior staff, 
the board unanimously named 
Robert “Rosey” Rosenthal as 
CIR’s CEO in August. As many 
of you know, Robert has a long 
and distinguished career in in-
vestigative journalism, including 
overseeing considerable organi-
zational growth and impact as 
CIR’s executive director from 
2008 to 2017. We are thrilled 
Robert has taken on the lead-
ership of CIR at this important 
moment for the organization 
and for democracy.
 CIR’s accomplishments in 
2022 are particularly impres-
sive in light of the challenges 
and threats that the nonprofit 
journalism ecosystem faces. As 
we look toward 2023, the board 
is committed to providing sup-
port to ensure the sustainability 
of CIR and its critical indepen-
dent investigative journalism 
today, tomorrow and long into 
the future. Thank you to all the 
partners and supporters who 
have helped build and sustain 
CIR and have made our impact 
in 2022 possible.
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The Center for Investigative Reporting’s stories and investigations 
push back against disinformation, distortions and lies. Although 
dishonest tactics have always been used, the tools have become 
even more powerful, fueled by politicians and media companies 
whose business models and raisons d’etre undermine those they 
see as political and cultural enemies. This is an old formula and it 
has led to some of humanity’s greatest horrors.
 Our role is to push back on those forces with fact-based, pow-
erful investigative journalism. We  partner with other news orga-
nizations to amplify the power, reach and impact of our reporting. 
Reveal now has one of the largest distribution networks in the 
country, reaching nearly 600 public radio stations weekly.  The Re-
veal Reporting Network is directly connected to over 1,200 jour-
nalists around the country.  Through this collaboration, we provide 
coaching, professional development, and information and data 
sharing, so that local reporters have the tools to do stories that are 
relevant and revelatory for their communities.  
  With our strong legal team, CIR has a track record of successful-
ly suing the government to make critical public information public. 
We clean and share the data in formats that are accessible to jour-
nalists across the country. 
  CIR is committed to deep and long-term investigations that 
go beyond the interests of commercial journalism.  Our docu-
mentary “The Grab,” released this fall, documented our six-year 
international investigation that revealed the global movement by 
corporations and sovereign wealth funds to acquire land and water 
rights around the world, destroying the lives of Indigenous people, 
draining aquifers here in the US and fueling conflicts that touch all 
our lives.
  This year marks 45 years since CIR’s launch. We were the first 
nonprofit investigative reporting newsroom in the country. As we 
work in these challenging times, we look to the future knowing 
that our role has never been more important. On a personal lev-
el, my passion and energy for this work have never been stronger. 
I am fueled and rewarded when we create an environment that 
nurtures and protects the talented, passionate, creative and brave 
journalists who do this work. 

Robert King         

Robert Rosenthal 



HOLDING THE POWERFUL 
ACCOUNTABLE

In January, we released the three-part series After Ayotzinapa, a collab-
orative investigation with the National Security Archive into the mass 
kidnapping of 43 students from a rural teachers college in Mexico. We 
exposed corruption at the highest levels of Mexico’s government and 
uncovered an unsettling connection to America’s war on drugs.
 With our partner Adonde Media, we created a six-part Span-
ish-language version, Después de Ayotzinapa. Within a month, it had 
been downloaded over 55,000 times by an audience primarily in Mex-
ico, and was covered by major Spanish-language digital and television 
news outlets, including Animal Político, Telemundo and El País.
 After hearing our podcast, Democratic U.S. Rep. Alan Lowenthal 
from California’s 47th District reached out to the Washington Office 
on Latin America to create movement around the case. Mexican spe-
cial prosecutor Omar Gómez Trejo credits our podcast with breaking 
a logjam between his investigators and the U.S. Drug Enforcement 
Administration, by persuading the DEA to release key information that 
connects a drug cartel operating in Chicago with the kidnapping. In 
May, Trejo told us:
 “The podcast changed my relationship to the DEA office in Chicago. 
They all listened and got a completely different sense of the Guerreros 
Unidos (cartel) case they had been investigating — the podcast put it into  
the context of the wider effects of the war on drugs, impunity and violence  
in Mexico.”
 Gómez Trejo’s investigation continued in the months after our se-
ries aired, confirming several of the findings we reported, including the 
involvement of high-ranking members of Mexico’s former government 
in the crime and its coverup. In August, the Mexican government an-
nounced the arrest of former Attorney General Jesús Murillo Karam 
and three top military officers in connection with the attack on the stu-
dents. Mexico’s President Andrés Manuel López Obrador called the kid-
napping a “state crime” involving all levels of government. Despite the 
apparent progress toward holding powerful officials to account, Gómez 
Trejo announced his resignation as special prosecutor, just weeks after 
these arrests.  He told our reporter that top leadership in the current 
government was impeding his investigation. He has since left Mexico 
out of fear of being targeted for his work.

CIR is committed to fighting the coordinated effort to destroy 
American democracy. Texas nonprofit True the Vote has been a key 
player in giving rise to the myth that widespread voter fraud is un-
dermining U.S. elections. Yet our investigation found that the organi-
zation is set up more to enrich insiders than to actually root out any 
fraud. Our reporting showed that True the Vote has never released 
evidence proving its claims. Instead,  True the Vote has engaged in 
a series of questionable transactions that has directed $1 million to 
founder Catherine Engelbrecht and other insiders. Our investigation 
highlighted how promoting former President Donald Trump’s Big Lie 
has become a thriving economy and how insiders are benefiting at 
the expense of democracy. Now Arizona Attorney General Mark 
Brnovich’s office is referring True the Vote to the FBI for making mis-
leading claims about voter fraud and to the IRS for its finances.
 Using data for creative storytelling: Our ongoing investigation 
into voter suppression has found that state legislatures are trying to 
mobilize the police state against American voters. We’ve assem-
bled an unprecedented database that shows, in great detail, that there 
is an ongoing movement in statehouses across the country to dramat-
ically criminalize voting activity. By writing code that scrapes the web-
sites of legislatures around the country, we have found that in the last 
two years, at least 130 bills have been introduced across 42 states that 
would create new election investigation agencies, establish criminal 
penalities for election offenses or futher empower law enforcement 
officials to investigate such crimes. In particular, lawmakers are taking 
aim at ballot collecting, criminalizing a tradition that’s been common-
place – and legal – in many states for decades. Voting rights leaders and 
community advocates worry these laws will lead to intimidation and 
keep voters of color away from the polls. One voiting rights expert 
told us this push to criminalize voting is worse than anything that was 
seen in the Jim Crow era. As part of this investigation, we launched 
an interactive database that empowers users – readers, commu-
nity groups, and journalists nationwide – to track new laws targeting 
voting in their state legislatures. We’re also training our partners to 
apply these data-scraping tools to other issues, making it easier to 
identify new laws targeting reproductive rights, for example.

DEFENDING DEMOCRACY
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Dante Aguilera

https://revealnews.org/article/after-ayotzinapa/
https://revealnews.org/article/despues-de-ayotzinapa/
https://www.animalpolitico.com/2022/03/despues-de-ayotzinapa-la-serie-de-podcast-que-presenta-el-caso-de-los-43-como-nunca-lo-habias-escuchado/
https://www.telemundo.com/noticias/noticias-telemundo/crimen-y-violencia/los-sonidos-y-las-voces-del-caso-ayotzinapa-reviven-en-un-podcast-de-i-rcna21591
https://elpais.com/mexico/2022-04-17/la-necesidad-de-seguir-hablando-de-ayotzinapa.html
https://revealnews.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cb5ac439b0222506e9eb7736c&id=e28a76abd2&e=690af6bc6f
https://revealnews.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cb5ac439b0222506e9eb7736c&id=e28a76abd2&e=690af6bc6f
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/09/15/world/americas/mexico-jose-rodriguez-perez-students.html
https://revealnews.org/article/true-the-vote-big-lie-election-fraud/
https://twitter.com/kyledcheney/status/1581064918643580929?s=46&t=7gr6SvCCoq5U4dVnP__mvQ
https://twitter.com/kyledcheney/status/1581064918643580929?s=46&t=7gr6SvCCoq5U4dVnP__mvQ
https://twitter.com/kyledcheney/status/1581064918643580929?s=46&t=7gr6SvCCoq5U4dVnP__mvQ


This fall, CIR’s newest documen-
tary “The Grab” had its U.S. pre-
miere at the Mill Valley Film Festi-
val. Produced in collaboration with 
Impact Partners, Rocklin|Faust and 
director Gabriela Cowperthwaite 
(“Blackfish”), the film follows CIR 
journalist Nathan Halverson as he 
uncovers a stunning phenome-
non: Food and water are quick-
ly becoming the most precious, 
conflict-ridden commodities of 
the 21st century, and powerful 
governments and corporations are 
working to control these increas-
ingly scarce resources. 
 The film is already leading to 
meaningful impact. The day after 
the film’s premiere at the Toronto 
International Film Festival, Zambi-
an President Hakainde Hichilema 
spoke before the National Assem-
bly, where he denounced illegal 
land grabs and promised to hold 
illegal land allocators account-
able to the full extent of the law. 
It was a powerful moment for the 
lives of many, and infinite credit 
goes to Zambian attorney Briga-
dier Siachitema, featured in the 
film, who has tirelessly defended 
those whose lands have been tak-
en by foreign investors. 
 “It is a game changer,” Sia-
chitema said. “It will save lives. 
Because having your land taken, it 
is a death sentence, a slow death 
sentence. This has the power to 
change that.”

FIGHTING FOR 
EQUITY

Sometimes impact takes time. 
Our 2018 reporting on mod-
ern-day redlining led, this year, 
to the second-largest redlining 
settlement in the history of the 
Justice Department. In 2018, 
we revealed how Warren Buf-
fett’s mortgage companies were 
set up to cater to White clients and keep out borrowers of color from 
homeownership. Our reporters found that Trident Mortgage Co. and 
other mortgage companies owned by Buffett’s Berkshire Hathaway had 
directed their lending toward White borrowers and White neighbor-
hoods, even in population centers where a majority of residents were 
people of color. For example, in Philadelphia, Trident made 1,721 con-
ventional home purchase loans in 2015 and 2016, with only 47 of them 
to African Americans and 42 to Latinos.

Now, the Department of Justice announced that it came to an agree-
ment with Trident to resolve claims of redlining discrimination in the 
Philadelphia metropolitan area. This is the second-largest redlining set-
tlement in the department’s history and the first redlining agreement 
it has secured with a mortgage company. Department officials state 
that the agreement demonstrates their commitment “to aggressively 
enforcing our nation’s civil rights laws to ensure equal opportunity 
and economic justice for all Americans.”

REVEALING THE FACTS

In collaboration with local and 
national partners, we’ve been in-
vestigating how anti-abortion 
groups are promulgating mis-
information and disinformation 
around science and health. After 
the fall of Roe v Wade, anti-abor-
tion groups turned to a new 
target: hormonal birth control. 
They claim that hormonal contra-
ceptives such as IUDs and the pill 
can cause abortions. We dug into 
the world of young anti-abortion 
influencers to show how medical 
misinformation gains traction on 
TikTok, Instagram and YouTube, 
with far-reaching consequences 
for individual health and govern-
ment policies. Anti-abortion and 
religious activists are undermining 
scientific data, urging people to 
reject hormonal birth control as 
“toxic” and instead promoting fer-
tility awareness methods that are 
difficult to implement effectively. 

Reproductive health misinforma-
tion has also reached lawmakers, 
such as in Missouri, where a de-
bate raged about the coverage of 
emergency contraception. Across 
states, these policy decisions are 
having very real impacts on in-
dividuals’ lives. CIR’s Katharine 
Mieszkowski reports:
 “People here are making health 
decisions based on what they think 
might happen politically. In Idaho, 
that fear of having your birth con-
trol options restricted has already 
become a reality. The University of 
Idaho advised faculty and staff not 
to provide any form of birth control, 
including the pill.”
 Our reporting aims to counter 
misinformation that is influenc-
ing policy and personal health 
decisions – and we’re spreading 
the word on multiple distribution 
platforms, reaching both English- 
and Spanish-speaking audiences.
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https://revealnews.org/article/warren-buffetts-mortgage-companies-set-up-to-cater-to-white-clients/
https://revealnews.org/article/warren-buffetts-mortgage-companies-set-up-to-cater-to-white-clients/
https://www.justice.gov/opa/speech/assistant-attorney-general-kristen-clarke-delivers-remarks-announcing-justice-department
https://revealnews.org/podcast/the-long-campaign-to-turn-birth-control-into-the-new-abortion/
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A SAMPLING OF OUR 2022 PARTNERS

2022 AWARDS Include
Robert F Kennedy Journalism Awards: Radio winner for Mississippi 
Goddam
Robert F Kennedy Journalism Awards: Domestic television winner for 
Unrelinquished: When Abusers Keep Their Guns
Edward R Murrow Awards: National radio excellence in diversity, 
equity and inclusion winner for Mississippi Goddam
Investigative Reporters & Editors: Large audio winner for Mississippi 
Goddam

Overseas Press Club: Morton Frank Award winner for The Bitter Work 
Behind Sugar
Asian American Journalists Association Awards: Excellence in online/
digital journalism for data winner for Banking on Inequity: Which 
Neighborhoods Were Neglected by the Paycheck Protection Program
SABEW Best in Business Award: 2021 audio winner for Into the COVID 
ICU 

PROTECTING FREEDOM OF THE PRESS
Investigative journalism is frequently under attack for doing the 
vulnerable work of holding the powerful accountable. Many news-
rooms do not have the resources to defend themselves and the First 
Amendment. Under the leadership of our general counsel, D. Victoria 
Baranetsky, and with generous pro bono support from Covington & 
Burling and Davis Wright Tremaine, our longstanding legal battle with 
Planet Aid was finally resolved in our favor. 
 Following our 2016 investigation into Planet Aid, which tied the U.S. 
government-funded charity to an alleged cult and raised significant 
questions about where the funds were directed, Planet Aid filed a frivo-
lous libel lawsuit against CIR in federal court. After years of fighting this 
multimillion-dollar lawsuit, we were handed a decisive victory when 

the federal judge, in a lengthy order, dismissed the entire case with 
prejudice last year. Planet Aid appealed and in June, we went before the 
Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals. On Aug. 11, the court essentially struck 
down Planet Aid’s complaint under California’s anti-SLAPP statute, a 
law meant to discourage vexatious lawsuits intended to silence criti-
cal opinions on matters of public concern. And in October, Planet Aid 
settled the case, paying $1.925 million in attorneys’ fees, in the largest 
settlement of its kind.
 This case matters for more than just our newsroom. As Ba-
ranetsky said, “This is a crucial win for journalism, the public and our 
democratic society – at a time when it needs it most.”

“Bringing light to the darkness matters” — CIR member

https://revealnews.org/tag/planet-aid/
https://cdn.ca9.uscourts.gov/datastore/opinions/2022/08/11/21-15690.pdf
https://revealnews.org/press/international-charity-planet-aid-pays-1-925-million-to-settle-six-year-libel-lawsuit/
https://revealnews.org/press/international-charity-planet-aid-pays-1-925-million-to-settle-six-year-libel-lawsuit/



